
  



Dear HHC, 

    This a 2-part request.  The first request is for approval of removing a secondary chimney from the 
north side of the property.  The second request is for approval of removing front porch bannisters from 
the existing wraparound porch.   

Melissa and I are hoping to begin renovation of the north side of our home at 20 Fairbank before the 
ground freezes.  Our structural engineer is requiring extensive underpinning, foundation, and flooring 
work to reinforce the structure and foundation of the home in preparation for interior renovations.  
Additionally, as part of our design, the rear of the north side of the house is going to be our new kitchen, 
dining room, and den (please see diagram 1).  Within this space there is a chimney we would like to 
remove to accommodate the kitchen and den design.  The chimney is currently bricked in (looks to have 
been done decades ago, if not longer) (see photo 1).  Additionally, the chimney exits the roof behind the 
main ridge of the home.  The chimney is NOT visible from the road from directly in front of the home but 
is visible from the road when viewed south from the north end of the street (the tree on the north side 
of the property almost entirely obscures the view (see photos 2 and 3, respectively).  We would like to 
focus our resources toward restoring the main beehive fireplace and chimney that is the central focal 
point of the main dining room as well as the main roofline of the home.     

Prior to the ground freezing, our contractor (CRM Construction) will be performing structural 
underpinning as well as digging out the soil from under the existing floor joists to add crushed gravel, 
insulation, vapor barrier, and new floor joists.  Removal of this chimney prior to completing this work 
would facilitate the work required to bring the foundation crawl space to code.   

The second request is for approval of removing the bannisters from the front wraparound porch.  
Melissa and I are making significant attempts to restore the home to its original historically accurate 
appearance (this includes hundreds of hours we have spent restoring the antique windows).  When 
Susan Lee researched our home, she discovered a photo from the late 1800’s which showed the patch 
family posing for a photo in front of 20 Fairbank (see photo 4).  This photo shows the front porch 
without bannisters.  As such, we would like to remove the bannisters to restore the home to its original 
appearance.   

We will have additional applications in the coming months as we have more documentation from our 
architect.  We are submitting this first application in hope to begin structural work before the cold 
weather prevents any ground work we are hoping to complete.   

 Sincerely, 

                     Matthew and Melissa McRae 

 

  



Diagram 1: Architectural rendering of the first floor kitchen, dining, and den.  (Location of chimney 
requesting demolition shown in the red box) 

 

 

  



Photo 1: Fireplace is currently closed-in with brick

 

 

  



The chimney exits the roof at the rear of the structure, behind the main ridge line of the home and is not 
visible from directly in front of the home.  Photo 2 shows the view from the front of the home.  The red 
arrow indicates where the chimney is located.  As you can see, the chimney does not protrude above 
the ridge of the home.   

Photo 2:  View from directly in front of the north side of 20 Fairbank.  Red arrow indicates the current 
location of the chimney in relation to the full span of the roof.   

 

 

  



Photo 3 shows the view of the chimney looking south from the north end of Fairbank St.  The chimney is 
visible from this location but is currently obscured by the foliage on the maple tree.  However, please 
note that the height of the chimney does protrude above the ridge of the home and exist at the rear of 
the roof.  The red circle indicates the location of the chimney. 

 

Photo 3:  South view of 20 Fairbank from the north end of the Fairbank St.  Red oval shows the location 
of the chimney for demolition.   

  

  



Photo 3:  Street view of the front porch of 20 Fairbank.  The red rectangles show the bannisters we 
would like to remove to bring the home back to the original look.  Photo 4 shows the late 1800’s photo 
of the home without the bannisters installed between the columns.   

 

 

  



Photo 4:  Late 1800’s photograph of 20 Fairbank St.  

 


