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Introduction  

 
Summary 

351 Ayer Road is a single-family home sitting on a 2.1-acre lot. The project proposal is 
for the replacement of a septic (septic line only) within the 100-foot buffer zone. (WPA 
portion only) Analysis of the lot reveals, excavation and minimal grading to 
accommodate the septic line is within the limits of the 100-foot buffer zone. No work is 
proposed within the limits of a bordering vegetated wetland. There will be no trees to be 
removed within the 100 foot buffer zone. Work will take place within an existing 
developed area within the buffer zone to accommodate the replacement, to be 
approved by the Board of Health, in Compliance with Title V. This proposal of a septic 
replacement (line only ) within the buffer zone necessitates the filing of a Notice of 
Intent. There is also 3,500 square feet of restoration work within the buffer zone of a 
local wetland noted on the plans referenced within the Notice of Intent. Vegetation was 
removed within the local buffer zone that will require a waiver from local regulation. The 
specifications of the replanting details are also noted on the plan by McCarty 
Engineering. The rain garden proposed as a restoration area, although not actual 
wetland area, shall be installed and monitored as required under local wetland 
regulation section 147-28, paragraphs H-L. 

 
Specifics of the lot 
The lot is a 2.1-acre lot with approximately 75% of the lot being developed. The lot 
does not contain flood plain according to the FEMA FIRMette. There is not a certified 
vernal pool, an area of Critical Environmental Concern nor rare species habitat 
present. The lot does contain river front according to the enclosed USGS map. There 
is no bordering or local isolated vegetated wetland on this property.  No other resource 
area was found on this site. The restoration area has been optimally sited to allow for 
a restoration of a vegetative buffer between the wetland systems between 349 and 
355 Ayer Road that were previously delineated.  The wetland at 349 is a wetland 
defined by local regulation.  The work jurisdictional to the wetland protection act is for 
the septic replacement line. Work pertaining to the bylaw within the Notice of Intent is 
for the restoration, looming and seeding of remaining open area and resurfacing of the 
pool within the existing footprint. The total disturbance is 3,800 square feet. It is noted 
that work will take place within the existing developed area. There is no expansion of 
existing structures nor new structures proposed.  
 
 
Table of buffer zone impacts in square feet: 
 
 
Component Buffer Zone sq. ft. TOTAL 
Sewer main 300  
Rain Garden 3500 3800 
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Commencement of Construction Activities and Timelines: 
All proposed construction is estimated to be completed through to stabilization in a two- 
year maximum construction/monitoring schedule. This schedule of course, may be 
adjusted due to weather related conditions. 

 
Proposed Construction Mitigation and Sequencing  

 
The formal plan submitted with this Notice of Intent is entitled “Proposed Site 
Improvement Plan. “by McCarty Engineering dated 3.14.24 1 inch = 20 feet scale. 
 
The plan details outline a sequence of work as follows: 
 

 Placement of erosion controls proposed in a manner to maximize protection to 
the resource area. 

 Excavate site for new sewer main. 
 Construction of Rain Garden. 
 Restore disturbed lawn areas. 
 Remove erosion controls once areas are stabilized. 

 
Restoration Measures: 
The following Restoration measures, as required under local wetland regulation section 
147-28, paragraphs H-L, are proposed: 

 The proposed replication area shall be excavated to a depth of one foot below the proposed final 
grade, as specified in the specification and plans submitted as part of the application and referred to 
in the order of conditions (OOC). The subsoil within the replication area shall be examined by the 
wetland scientist to determine whether it is fine-textured (fine sandy loam or finer, as defined by 
NRCS standards). If the subsoil is coarse-textured, it shall be replaced with fine-textured material to 
allow for the development of a capillary fringe between the groundwater and the soil surface.  

 Following placement of topsoil a minimum of 48 hours shall pass prior to planting of wetland 
vegetation to allow for rebound of buried or compacted peat. The final grade shall be adjusted as 
necessary.  

 The wetland scientist shall visit the replication area weekly following planting and seeding for the 
duration of the first growing season to determine the need for irrigation and additional fertilization and 
to inform the site contractor of these requirements.  

 Erosion control structures shall be removed upon stabilization of the replication area to allow free 
circulation of water between the wetland replication area and the adjacent natural wetland 

 The wetland scientist shall inspect the wetland replication area twice each year during late spring 
and during the mid- to late summer of the first two full growing seasons. A written report shall be 
submitted to the Commission at the end of each growing season. 

https://ecode360.com/37683796#37683796
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Conclusion.  
 

With the considerations of a limited and minimized work area, optimally located and 
proposed mitigation for the protection of the resource areas, it is the opinion of Marro 
Environmental Consulting, the proposal protects the resource areas from permanent 
alteration. It is noteworthy, the work is within a limited area of the lot and the remainder 
of the lot will remain in a similar condition as predevelopment. A standard Order of 
Conditions, adopting the construction sequence and mitigation noted on the 
accompanying plans is, in our opinion, sufficient to protect the interests of the resource 
areas and we hope the commission will agree with this assertion and, respectfully on 
behalf of Yellow Boots Realty Trust, will approve a standard Order of Conditions. 

 
 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this Notice of Intent. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

 
 

Matthew S. Marro,  
Consulting Agent/Principal 
Cc: File 

Client file 
Mass DEP 
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USGS LOCUS 
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