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Not ice is  hereby g iven that  on January  10.2022,  the Board o f  Heal th  o f  the Town of  Harvard
adopted the fo l lowinq:

EMERGENCY REGULATION:
FACE CCIVERINGS

WHEREAS, based upon publ ished repofts f rom the U S. Centers for Disease Control  and
Prevent ion ( "CDC")  and the Massachuset ts ;  Deprar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Heal th  ( "DPH") ,  COVID-19
cases and hospital izat ions in Massachusetts and the Town of Harvard have been increasing in
recent  weeks due pr imar i ly  to  the h igh ly  t ransmiss ib le  "Del ta  var iant "  and "Omicron var iant "  o f
the COVID-19;

WHEREAS, the CDC has determined that the C;OVID-19 transmission rate in Worcester
County  is  "h igh" ;

WHEREAS,  desp i te  vacc inat ion ra tes ,  CO"/ lD-19 poses a  s ign i f icant  threat  to  the hea l th  and
safety of  the residents,  workforce and vis i tors of  the Town of Harvard;

WHEREAS, indoor sett ings are an environment in which there is docurnented inr:reased
spread o f  the v i rus  that  causes COVID-19 to  be spread:

WHEREAS, wearing a face cover ing reduc:es the emission of  v i rus- lad,en droplets and reduces
the inhalat ion of  v i rus- laden droplets,  which has proven to be highly ef fect ive to prevent the
spread o f  the COVID-19 v i rus  and prov ide pro tec t ion forvacc inated ind iv idua ls  as  wel l  as
unvacc inated ind iv idua ls ;  and

WHEREAS. ef fect ive December 21 2021 .  the DPH advises that al l  Massachusetts residents,
regardless of  vaccinat ion status, wear a face cover ing when indoors and not in their  own
home.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  pu rsuan t  t o  M  G.L .  c  111  SS 31  ,104 ,  and  122 ,  and  a l l  o th re r  au tho r i z ing
statutes and regulat ions, the Board of  Health of  the Town of Harvard aCopts the fol lowing
emergency regu la t ion:

1.  Effect ive January 1stn,  2022. 12:01 a m ,  face cover ings that cover the nose and mouth
are required for al l  indiv iduals aged 2 ye;ars and older,  regardlerss of  vaccinat ion status,
in  a l l  indoor  pub l ic  spaces and indoor  pr iva te  spaces open to  the pub l ic ,  inc lud ing but
not l imited to businesses, places of  assembly,  retai l  establ ishmr:nts,  resterurants,  bars,
performance venues, c lubs, personal care establ ishments,  heal th and f i t r ress
estab l ishments ,  event  spaces,  ch i ld  care  fac i l i t ies  and preschools ,  and p laces o f
worsh ip .  Th is  requ i rement  sha l l  appr ly  in  a l l  indoor  spaces in  a  workp lace except  where
an ind iv idua l  is  a lone in  a  workspace and soc ia l lv  d is tanced f rom other  ind iv idua ls .



indivrduals prevented from wearrng a fac;e cover ing by a medical  condit icn or disabi l i ty
sha l l  be exempt  f rom th is  regu la t ion

All entry doors of establishments open trl the public shall post notrce advising that face
coverings must be worn inside the estahr l ishment.  l f  an indiv idual  refuses to wear a face
covering, absent a qual i fy ing exemption in Sect ion 2,  the indiv ir lual  may be decl ined
entry

Face cover ings may be removed i rrdoors when an indiv idual  is seated and act ively
eat ing or  dr ink ing

The face cover ing requirement shal l  not apply to performers, whi le pedorming, provided
that they are at least ten feet away from any non-performers

Residents and workers in mult i - fanr i ly dr,vel l ings are required to wear face cover ings in
ha l lways and o ther  indoor  common drezrS.  Not ice  o f  th is  requ i rement  sha l l  be posted a t
a l l  ent ry  doors  to  the bu i ld ing and common areas

In indoor health and f i tness establ ishments,  face cover ings murst be worn dur ing al l
f i tness act iv i t ies including group exercisr:  c lasses.

At personal care establ ishments,  i r rc luding, but not l imited to,  adul t  day care faci l i t ies,
al l  indiv iduals are required to wear face cover ings, except that ia customer may
temporar i ly remove their  face cover ing vvhen seated, and act ively eat ing or dr inking, but
must  immedia te ly  put  the i r  face cover ing back on for  the remai r rder  o f  the v is i t

On pub l ic  and pr iva te  t ranspor ta t ion veh ic les  ( inc lud ing r idesh€rreS,  tax is ,  vans,  and
COA-provided transport) ,  indiv iduals arer required to wear face cover ings at  al l  t imes.

Nothing in this regulat ion shal l  af fer: t  state and federal  requirements already in ef fect
regarding the wearing of  face cover ings on transportat ion systerms, in heal thcare
fac i l i t ies ,  in  conqreqate  care set t inqs.  ard  in  schools

11.  The Board o f  Heal th  and i ts  agents  are  i lu thor ized to  enforce th is  regu la t ion.

l2 .V io la t ions o f  th is  regu la t ion may be sub jec t  to  a  penal ty  in  the amount  o f  $300 per
o f f e n s e ,  p u r s u a n t t o 3 1 0 C M R 1 1 . C t O .  E e r c h d a y o r p o r l i o n t h e r e r o f  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e a
separate offense.

13.  Supplementa l  gu idance may be issued l ly  the Board o f  Heal th  and i ts  agents ,  as
necessary ,  to  c lar i fy  and implement  th is  regu la t ion

14.Th is  regu la t ion sha l l  be in  p lace unt i l  March '1  4 'n ,2022 un less renewed bythe Board o f
Heal th .

Signed on behalf  of  the Harvard Board of  l leal t l r :

l r
[ .UJ\,z\q'-..-
L ibby  Lev ison ,  Cha i r
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